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Sciences Po at a glance 
 
 

Overview 
 

Sciences Po was established in February 1872 as the École Libre des 
Sciences Politiques by a group of French intellectuals, politicians and 
businessmen led by Émile Boutmy. Following defeat in the 1870 war, the 
demise of Napoleon III, and the Paris Commune, these men sought to reform 
the training of French politicians. Politically and economically, people feared 
France's international stature was waning due to inadequate teaching of its 
political and diplomatic corps.  

The new school developed a humanistic and pragmatic teaching program with instructors including 
academics as well as practitioners such as ministers, high civil servants, and businessmen. Sidney 
and Beatrice Webb used the purpose and curriculum of Sciences Po as part of their inspiration for creating 
the London School of Economics and Political Science in 1895. 

Sciences Po further strengthened its role as a scientific publication centre with significant donations from 
the Rockefeller Foundation. Sciences Po periodicals such as la Revue française de science politique, la 
Chronologie politique africaine, and the Cahiers de la Fondation as well as its nine research centers and 
main publishing house, Presses de Sciences Po, contribute to the notoriety attained by Sciences Po 
research. 

Sciences Po has undergone many reforms and introduced a compulsory year abroad component to its 
Bachelor degree, and now offers a multilingual curriculum in French, English, and other languages. New 
educational sites have been set up and form the Sciences Po College.  

Sciences Po also implemented reforms in its admissions process. Previously, it recruited its students almost 
exclusively from elite schools in France, but from September 2002 onwards, Sciences Po began welcoming 
a small batch of students from economically depressed areas. The reform gained media attention for being 
the first affirmative action experience in France. The new director, Mr Frédéric MION, was appointed in 
April 2013. He takes the helm of the institution intent on remaining open to the world and its diversity, and at 
the centre of academic excellence and research in the social sciences. 

 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1872
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%89cole_Libre_des_Sciences_Politiques
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%89cole_Libre_des_Sciences_Politiques
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%C3%89mile_Boutmy&action=edit
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1870
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Napoleon_III
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paris_Commune
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Humanistic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sidney_Webb
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beatrice_Webb
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_School_of_Economics
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rockefeller_Foundation
http://www.sciences-po.fr/edition|
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Affirmative_action


 

 

 

 



 

Coordination & teaching 

The coordination Team 
 

Programme coordinator - International office for Asia and the Pacific 

Mariana Losada holds a PhD in Political Science from Sciences Po where she specialized in the 
internationalization of Higher Education. Over past decade, she has held management roles in the field of Higher 
Education in institutions such as UNESCO, UNICEF, AEF… Since 2014, she is in charge of the cooperation with 
South East Asia at Sciences Po and also works as project manager for USPC in Singapore. 
 
Marie Valin-Colin and Sophie Eclappier are the Assistants to the Centre for Asia, the Pacific, Africa and the 
Middle East, in charge of the logistical coordination of the programme.  
 
Catherine Capelle is the assistant to the Centre, more particularly in charge of financial issues. 
 

 

Professors 
 

 

Thomas Roman holds a Master’s degree in contemporary political history from Paris’ Institut d’Etudes Politiques 
(“Sciences Po”) for research focused on nationalism in France at the beginning of the 20th century. Associated 
with the Center for History at Sciences Po and formerly a researcher associated with the French National Library, 
he currently teaches at Sciences Po as well as at other institutions and programs, both French and American, in 
Paris. Co-director of study abroad programs in France and Belgium, he is also editor-in-chief of the on-line literary 
review, Parutions.com. 

Éloi Laurent (Ph.D.) is a Senior Economist at OFCE (Sciences-Po Center for Economic Research, Paris, 

France). He has a background in policy-making as a former aide in the French Parliament and for the French 
Prime Minister. His current research agenda focuses on environmental sustainability, welfare economics and new 
indicators of well-being and sustainability. He presently teaches at Sciences-Po and in Stanford University. He 
was Visiting Scholar and Visiting Professor at Harvard University (Environmental Science and Public Policy 
concentration). He holds a PhD in Macroeconomics (highest honors) and a Master's degree from the University of 
Paris-Dauphine in International Economics and graduated summa cum laude from Sciences-Po (Political Science 
and Economics). 

Emiliano Grossman was born in Buenos Aires and grew up in Germany. He holds degrees from Sciences Po 
and the University of Cambridge. He is Associate Professor at Sciences Po, working now at the Centre d'études 
européennes (CEE). He is the co-convenor of the Master’s Programme in European Affairs. He teaches 
comparative politics at Sciences Po. His research concentrates on political institutions and agenda-setting in 
comparative perspective. He has more generally focused on the variety of state-society relations in the EU and 
the challenges they are facing. At the same time, he has worked on the political systems of EU member states 
and the effects of the EU on politics, policy-making and political institutions in France.  

Francesco Saraceno majored in Economics at the University of Rome "La Sapienza" with a thesis on Money and 
Economic Growth. He obtained his PhD in Economic theory in 1999, with a thesis on Demand Complementarities 
in a Trade Model. At Columbia University, he specialized in macroeconomics and industrial organization. In 2000 
he joined the Council of Economic Advisors for the Italian Prime Minister's Office. In 2002, he moved to Paris to 
work in the OFCE. 
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Tutors 
 

Natasha NEL and Camilla DIACONALE. They are both Bachelor degree students at Sciences Po and 

passionate about Asia and South East Asia. They will spend their third year in Thammasat University 

(Thailand). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Course Syllabus 
 
 
 
 
History of Paris 
Thomas Roman 
This course aims at giving students some focuses on the several transformations Paris has gone 
through over the last two centuries, going from a medieval, overcrowded and unsanitary city to the 
beaming capital of a centralized state, from the “New Rome” fantasized by Napoleon the First to the 
present “Grand Paris” urban project. A revolutionary city, a rationalized urban space, a museum city 
that nonetheless permanently reinvents its presents and futures,  a power center shaped over time by 
evergetism and history. 
 
Left and Right Wings in French political life 
Thomas Roman 
This course will highlight the specificities of the French political system(s) from the French Revolution 
till the present Fifth Republic, insisting on the paramount dichotomy between the Righ and the Left 
wings and their historical metamorphoses (cultures, ideas, political parties, leaders), so as to help 
students understand the contemporary political landscape in France. The views on the Republic and 
the Nation according to each wing will also be examined. 
 
Nation and Nationalism in France  
Thomas Roman 
An old country, France can be considered as a young nation, which building has gone along-way with 
the building of the Republic throughout the 19 th century. With an interesting shift by the end of that 
period, from a universalistic open nationalism, born with the French revolution, to a much more closed 
and anti-modern one, which present ideology of the Front National is a sort of inheritance of. 
 
French Cultural History - 20th century 
Thomas Roman 
The 20th century in France was certainly the one when the French population has known its most 
important changes culturally. This class aims at identifying those new trends, going from artistic 
productions to mass culture, paying attention to the roles played by certain events (the wars in 
particular), and insisting on the importance of politics, the Republic and the Nation in French 
representations and culture. 
 
History of European Integration 
Francesco Saraceno 
This session will briefly review the history of economic and financial integration and will emphasize the 
questions of exchange rate regimes throughout European economic history. The course will finally be 
devoted to the rise of the Single Currency and to the reasons which led to it; then, the emergence of 
“stability-oriented institutions” will appear clearly. The literature on optimal currency areas will be used 
as theoretical benchmark.  
 
The European Union's environmental challenges and policies  
Eloi Laurent  
Part 1 - Climate change policy: Climate change in the context of our ecological crises; Global and 
European impacts of climate change; The case of France; European policies against climate change: 
adaptation and mitigation policy; The COP 21 (Paris 2015). 
  
Part 2 - Biodiversity and ecosystems policy: what are biodiversity and ecosystems and why should we 
preserve them; what is the state of biodiversity and ecosystems globally and in Europe; the EU 
strategy to protect biodiversity and ecosystems. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Study further 
 

 
Useful resources on French & EU institutions, economic, political or social issues: 

 
I- Internet Resources 

 
 
European websites 
 

- European union : http://www.europa.eu.int  
- European Commission : http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/index.fr.htm  
- European Parliament : http://www.europal.eu.int  
- Council of the European Union : http://ue.eu.int/fr/main/htm  
- European Court of Justice : http://www.curia.eu.int  
- European Court for Human Rights : http://www.echr.coe.int  
- Council of Europe : http://www.info.europe.fr  

 
 
French websites 
 

- About law : http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr  
- Prime Minister : http://www.premier-ministre.gouv.fr  
- Ministry of International Affairs : http://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr  
- Ministry of Justice : http://www.justice.gouv.fr   
- Ministry of Economics, Finance and Industry : http://www.bercy.gouv.fr  
 

 
Research centres 
 

- Centre d’études en relations internationales: http://www.ceri-sciencespo.com/  
- Institut français des relations internationales: http://www.ifri.org  
- Institut des relations internationales et stratégiques: http://www.iris-france.org  
- ERPA : European Research Papers Archive: http://eiop.or.at/erpa/  
- Institut universitaire européen: http://www.iue.it  
- Robert Schuman Center for Advanced Studies: http://www.iue.it/RSCAS  
- Observatoire français des conjonctures économiques (OFCE): http://www.ofce.sciences-po.fr  

 
 
Think tanks and Journals 
 

- Foreign affairs (academic publication): http://www.foreignaffairs.org  
- Foreign policy (magazine) : http://www.foreignpolicy.com  
- Revue Commentaire : http://www.commentaire.fr  
- Revue Le Débat : http://www.le-debat.gallimard.fr  
- Revue Esprit : http://www.esprit.presse.fr  
- Eurozine : http://www.eurozine.com  
- Center for European Reform : http://cer.org.uk  
- Fondation Jean Jaurès : http://www.jean-jaures.org/  
- Fondation Robert Schuman : http://www.robert-schuman.org  
- La République des idées : http://www.repid.com  
- Notre Europe : http://www.notre-europe.eu/  
- Bruegel : http://www.bruegel.org/  

http://www.europa.eu.int/
http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/index.fr.htm
http://www.europal.eu.int/
http://ue.eu.int/fr/main/htm
http://www.curia.eu.int/
http://www.echr.coe.int/
http://www.info.europe.fr/
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/
http://www.premier-ministre.gouv.fr/
http://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/
http://www.justice.gouv.fr/
http://www.bercy.gouv.fr/
http://www.ceri-sciencespo.com/
http://www.ifri.org/
http://www.iris-france.org/
http://eiop.or.at/erpa/
http://www.iue.it/
http://www.iue.it/RSCAS
http://www.ofce.sciences-po.fr/
http://www.foreignaffairs.org/
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/
http://www.commentaire.fr/
http://www.le-debat.gallimard.fr/
http://www.esprit.presse.fr/
http://www.eurozine.com/
http://cer.org.uk/
http://www.jean-jaures.org/
http://www.robert-schuman.org/
http://www.repid.com/
http://www.notre-europe.eu/
http://www.bruegel.org/


 
 

 
II- Books and reviews 

 
 
Data and figures 
 

- 50 years of figures on Europe: data 1952-2001 / European Commission, EUROSTAT– EUROSTAT    
2003 
- MADDISON A. (2001),The World Economy: A Millenial Perspective, OECD. 

 
European construction 
 

- BALDWIN, R. and WYPLOSZ, C., The Economics of European integration, London, McGrawhill 
Higher Education, 2009. 
- DEHOUSSE R. (ed.) (2009), Politiques européennes, Paris : Presses de Sciences Po.  
- KLAUSEN, J. and TILLY, L. (eds.), European Integration in a Social and Historical Perspective, 1850 

to the present, Oxford, Rowman and Littlefield, 1997. 
- ROSAMOND, B. Theories of European integration, Macmillan Press, 2000.  
- WIENER, A. and DIEZ, T., European integration theory, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 2004.  

 
Introduction to European institutions 
 

- HIX, S. The Political System of the European Union, Palgrave, London, 2nd Edn., 2004. 
- HIX S., A.G. NOURY and G. ROLAND (2007), Democratic Politics in the European Parliament, 

Cambridge University Press.  
- NUGENT N., Government and Politics of the European Union, 5th edition, Palgrave-MacMillan, 2002. 
- PETERSON J. and M. SHACKLETON (2002), The Institutions of the European Union, Oxford 

University Press. 
- POLLACK M. A., The Engines of European Integration: Delegation, Agency, and Agenda Setting in 

the European Union, New York: Oxford University Press, 2003 
- WALLACE, H. et WALLACE, W. (eds.) Policy-making in the European Union, Oxford, Oxford 

University Press, 2000.  
- WEILER, J., BEGG, I. and PETERSON, J., Integration in an expanding European Union: reassessing 

the fundamentals, Oxford Malden, Blackwell Pub., 2003.  
 
Identity, frontiers and democracy 
 

- BEREZIN, M. and SCHAIN, M., Europe without borders: remapping territory, citizenship, and identity 
in a transnational age, Baltimore, Johns Hopkins University Press, 2003.  
- EUROPEAN COMMISSION, Growing Regions, Growing Europe: 4th Report on Economic and Social 

Cohesion, Office for Official Publications of the European Communities, 2007.  
- HANSEN, R. and WEIL, P. (eds.) Towards a European nationality: citizenship, immigration and 
nationality law in the EU, Basingstoke, Palgrave, 2001.  
- LEVEAU, R., MOHSEN-FINAN, K. and WIHTOL DE WENDEN, C., New European identity and 
citizenship Aldershot, Ashgate, 2002.  
- MARTINIELLO M., ENTZINGER H. et C. DE WITHOL DE WENDEN (eds.), Migration between states 
and markets, Ashgate: 2007.  
- MORAVCSIK, A. (2002). In Defence of the ‘Democratic Deficit’: Reassessing Legimitacy in the 
European Union. Journal of Common Market Studies. N° 40 (4), pp. 603-624.  
- NICOLAIDIS, K. and HOWSE, R. (eds.), The federal vision: legitimacy and levels of governance in the 
United States and the European Union, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001.  

 
Integration and enlargement 
 

- CREEL J., LEVASSEUR S. (eds.), The New European Union Enlargement, Special Issue of Revue  
         de l’OFCE, Paris : Presses de Sciences Po, April 2004  
        (free articles on the OFCE website – see list above). 

- NUGENT N. (ed.), European Union Enlargement, Palgrave-MacMillan, 2004 
- POOLE P. (2003), Europe Unites: The EU´s Eastern Enlargement, Praeger Publisher. 
- TSOUKALIS L., What Kind of Europe ?, New York, Oxford University Press, 2003. 
- VACHUDOVA M. (2005), Europe Undivided. Democracy, leverage and integration after communism,  
Oxford University Press.  
 



 
 
 

 
 
Economic governance  
 

- CREEL J. et M. SAWYER (eds.), Current thinking on fiscal policy, Palgrave Mac Millan : 2009.  
- DE GRAUWE P., The Economics of Monetary Union, 7th edition, Oxford University Press, 2007. 
- FITOUSSI J.-P. & J. LE CACHEUX (eds.), Report on the State of the European Union, Reforming the 
European Union, vol. 2, Palgrave-MacMillan, 2007. 
- FITOUSSI J.-P. & J. LE CACHEUX (eds.), Report on the State of the European Union, Crisis in the 
EU Economic Governance, vol. 3, Palgrave-MacMillan, 2010. 
- PAGANETTO L. (ed.), The Political Economy of the European Constitution, Arlington: Ashgate, 2007.  

 
 
Europe and the rest of the world 
 

- AMIN S. and EL KENZ A. (2005), Europe and the Arab World, Patterns and Prospects for the New 
Relationship, Palgrave MacMillan.  
- COHEN-TANUGI L., An Alliance at Risk: The United States and Europe Since September 11, 

Baltimore, Johns Hopkins University, 2003 
- LE GLOANNEC A.-M., Non-state actors in international relations: the case of Germany, Manchester 

University Press, 2007.  
- MORAVCSIK A., « Striking a New Transatlantic Bargain », Foreign Policy, juillet-août 2003 
 



           Raffles Summer Camp at Sciences Po June 8th-12th 2015                                                                                                                          

  
  Monday 8 Tuesday 9 Wednesday 10 Thursday 11 Friday 12 

  
9:00 - 10:00 

Thomas Roman - French cultural 
history and history of Paris I                                               

(B404, 56 rue des St Pères) 

Thomas Roman - French cultural 
history and history of Paris  II                                                                       

(amphi Eugène d'Eichtal, 27 rue St 
Guillaume) 

Emiliano Grosmann -Democracry 
and Crisis  

(amphi Erignac, 13 rue de 
l'Université) 

Eloi Laurent - Facing ecological 
crises in Europe: climate change, 

biodiversity and ecosystems                                                   
(B404, 56 rue des St Pères) 

  
Francesco Saraceno - History of 

European integration                                                                   
(A11, 27 rue St Guillaume)                                                     

 
Meals 

10:00 - 11:00 
 

Cultural 
programme 

11:00 - 12:00 
 

Academic 
programme 

12:30 - 14:00 Welcome buffet                                                                      
(13 rue de l'Université, cafeteria) Lunch break (free time) Picnic along the Seine River (TBC) Lunch break (free time) 

Farewell buffet                                             
(amphi Leroy-Beaulieu, 27 rue St 

Guillaume)                                                              

AFTERNOON 

15:00 Discovery game in 
Montmartre (meeting point: near 
the amphitheatre located Square 
Marcel Bleustein - Metro Abesse, 

line 12) 

FREE TIME 

Group 1 : Conciergerie                                                   
(14:00 - 16:00)                                                                                                                    

Group 2 : Notre-Dame 

14:30 Visit of Orsay museum 

15:00 Visit of Marais (meeting 
point: metro Saint Paul, at the exit 

of the station)                                                                                                   
---                                                                                          

17:30 Bateaux-mouches on the 
Seine river (Vedettes du Pont 

Neuf) 

 

 

Group 2 : Conciergerie                                                                  
(15:45 - 17:45)                                                                                                                                

Group 1 : Notre-Dame 

 

 

19:00 - 21:00     19:30 Dinner: le Petit Zinc 

    
  



 

Cultural activities program 

 
 
 

Monday: Discovery game at Montmartre 

You might already know everything about Montmartre… if you don’t then open your eyes and listen 
carefully to the guide. Montmartre is one of the most famous places to visit in Paris. It is located in the 
18th district in the North. The Coline de Montmartre is the highlight of Paris: 130.53 meters altitude.  As 
well say that you shouldn’t be afraid of heights. Don’t worry to access to the top, you would not have to 
climb but will probably take the Funiculaire which is a little train very nice.  

Wednesday: Visit of the Conciergerie and tour to Notre-Dame 

Located in the center of the capital city, and majestically built at the heart of the Île de la Cité, the 
Conciergerie is an important monument in French for it  can be viewed as a place that tells much 
about  French history.  The “Conciergerie” is part of a former Royal Palace, today known as Palais de 
la Justice and held for judicial purposes . During the French Revolution la Conciergerie was used as a 
prison and hundreds of people have been taken from there in order to be executed. 

World Heritage Site, Notre-Dame de Paris is one of the most remarkable masterpieces of Gothic 
architecture. It has many windows and rosettes. Two of them measures 13 meters in diameter and are 
among the largest in Europe. Its construction in the Middle Ages, spread over nearly two centuries, 
from the 13th to the 14th century and has been in the 19th century after the French revolution, a 
restaurant run by the architect Viollet-Le-Duke. You will see those famous gargoyles, spire, towers 
and bells which inspired on of the most famous novels of Victor Hugo, Notre-Dame de Paris. Notre-
Dame is located in the historic centre of Paris at the end of the Ile de la Cité and is the symbolic heart 
of the city.  

Thursday: Musée d’Orsay 

Located on the left bank of the Seine, the Musée d’Orsay has been created in the location of the 
ancient Orsay train station built between 1898 and 1900. The Museum mostly houses French art 
masterpieces from 1848-1915. It is famous for his great collection (the largest in the world) of 
impressionist and post-impressionist art, by painters, sculptors, and photographers from all around the 
word. You will discover Monet, Van Gogh, Gauguin, Sisley, Cézanne, Seurat… most wonderful 
magnum opus in the Musée D’Orsay. 

Friday: Marais and River Seine cruise 

Marais’s district is located in the 3rd and 4th district of Paris (on the Right Bank of the Seine). Years and 
years ago, this district was the French nobility’s favourite place of residence, as you will see with all 
the beautiful mansions like Hotel de Sully, Hotel de Sens or Hotel de Soubise. Today, the Marais is 
known as its Chinese community located mostly on the North (Place de la Répulique), Jewish (rue des 
Rosiers) and Gay community (Southwestern).  It’s also and overall a fabulous place to discover art 
galleries. You must be very impatient to see the Picasso’s museum or take a picture of Nicolas’s 
Flamel house. 

On the evening, a Bateau-Mouche cruise will be proposed to you,  you will travel along the legendary 
Seine river and enjoy a wonderful view of the city. You will be able to discover the most famous 
historical monuments throughout that cruise. That promenade commented both in French and English 
will allow you to draw great fulfilment from your visit and in a very ludic way discover a enchanted face 
of Paris history: the place de la Concorde, the Louvre Museum, the Saint Jacques Tower, l’hôtel de 
ville, la Conciergerie, l’île de la Cité, Notre Dame, l’île St Louis, l’Hôtel de la Monnaie, the Orsay 
museum, the Invalides, the Eiffel Tower, the Arc de Triomphe, none of these monument will remain 
unkown. 



 

Students class list 

 
 
 

Mr CHAN Jeremy Mr NAH Sze Perng 

Miss CHEANG Ko Lyn Miss NEO Nicole 

Mr CHOO Shuen Ming Miss NG Celine 
Mr CHUA Ryan Miss NG Valerie 

Mr GE Kuangning Miss ONG Alicia 

Miss GOSTELOW Bernadette Mr PANWAR Sarthak 

Miss HO Faith Miss QIU Jiayu 

Mr KOH Darrell Mr SINGH Jasdeep 

Mr KOW Jordan Mr SUN Ruichen 

Miss l'ANSON-HOLTON Heather Miss TAN Rhe-Anne 

Mr LEE Isaiah Miss TAN Nicole 

Mr LIAN Brendan Mr TAN Alex 

Miss LIM Pin Xiu Miss TAY Penelope 

Miss LIM Agatha Miss TEE Ming Zee 

Mr LIM Christopher Miss TEO Shavonne 

Mr LIM Justin Mr WANG Adrian 

Mr LIM Maximilian Mr WU Zhenan 

Miss LOW Andrea Mr XU Jiaxin 

Mr MIRTHIPATI Sai Suman Miss XU Pei Yao 

Mr MUHAMMAD Khairillah Mr YEAN Alexander 
 

 

Raffles professors: TANG Alexandria, LIM Lynette and LYE Su-Lin 

 



 

Around Sciences Po 
 
 

 

Saint-Germain des Prés 
 

Sciences Po is located in the central Rive-Gauche 
quarter Saint-Germain-des-Prés named for its 7th 
century abbey of which only a church is still standing. 
Its commercial growth began upon the 1886 
completion of its Boulevard Saint-Germain and the 
opening of its cafés and bistrots namely its "Café de 
Flore", "Les Deux Magots" and “Lipp” terraces. Its 
fame came with the 1950's post-WW II student 
"culture emancipation" movement that had its source 
in the nearby University. Many jazz clubs appeared 
here during those times, and the major figures of the 
“Existentialist” movement, including Jean-Paul Sartre 
and Simone de Beauvoir, used to meet at the cafés of 
Saint-Germain.  
Located near the École des Beaux-Arts, this quarter is 
known for its artistry in general, and has many 
galleries along its rue Bonaparte and rue de Seine. 
Very near is the “place de l’Odéon” named for the 
17th theatre standing between the boulevard Saint-
Germain and the Luxembourg gardens. Today it is 
best known for its Cinemas and Cafés. 

The land just to the south of the Seine River to the East of the Boulevard Saint-Michel, around its Sorbonne 
University, has been a centre of student activity since the early 12th century. The neighborhood surrounding 
is filled with a lot of student-oriented shops such as bookstores, stationery stores and game shops. 
 
 
 
Cultural attractions near Sciences Po 
 
The surroundings of Sciences Po are very rich with cultural heritage and World-class historical sites are 
within walking distance. Here are only a few suggestions: 
 
 

 Notre-Dame Cathedral: one of the finest examples of French Gothic architecture. Access : from 
8am to 7pm. Metro stations: Cité, Saint Michel, or Hôtel de Ville. 

 
 Cluny National Museum of the Middle Age : houses a variety of important medieval artifacts, in 

particular its tapestry collection, which includes La Dame à la Licorne (The Lady and the Unicorn) 
from the tapestry cycle of the same name. There are also works of gold, ivory, antique furnishings, 
and illuminated manuscripts. 
Access: Every day except Tuesday, from 9:15 to 5:45. Metro station: Cluny la Sorbonne, Saint 
Michel or Odeon (within walking distance from Sciences Po).  

 
 The Centre Pompidou: The museum of Modern art at the Centre Pompidou houses the largest 

collection of Modern and Contemporary art in France. It is open every day from 11am to 10pm. The 
entrance is free for people under 25 on Wednesday from 6pm to 9pm. Metro Station: 
Rambuteau, Hôtel de Ville, Châtelet 

 
 Saint-Germain-des-Prés : The Benedictine Abbey of Saint-Germain-des-Prés, built in the 6th 

century in the fields (prés) just beyond the outskirts of early medieval Paris, was the burial place of 
Merovingian kings (within walking distance from Sciences Po). 

 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tapestry
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Lady_and_the_Unicorn
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Lady_and_the_Unicorn
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tapestry_cycle
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Illuminated_manuscripts
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benedictine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paris
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Merovingian


 The Latin Quarter: It houses higher education establishments and a great number of monuments 
including in particular the Panthéon (access from 10am to 6pm), the church of Saint Etienne du 
Mont, or the Sorbonne University. Metro station: Maubert Mutualité, Cardinal Lemoine. 

 
 The Saint-Sulpice Church: erected in the 17th century over an ancient Romanesque church 

originally of the 13th century, it is the second largest church in Paris. Metro: Saint Sulpice (within 
walking distance from Sciences Po). 

 
 The Louvre:  The Louvre is said to be the most visited and famous museum in the world. It is also 

one the biggest so you had better plan your visit beforehand.  It displays about 35,000 works of art 
drawn from eight departments:  Eastern Antiquities, Egyptian Antiquities, Greek, Etruscan, and 
Roman Antiquities, Islamic Art, Sculptures, Decorative Arts, Paintings Prints and Drawings.  For 
further information: http://www.louvre.fr/llv/commun/home. It opens from 9a.m. to 6p.m. every day 
except Tuesday.  Free entrance to the permanent collections for people under 18.  
Metro station: Palais Royal / Musée du Louvre (within walking distance from Sciences Po). 
 

 
 

Cafés and restaurants near Sciences Po  
 
 
Where to have lunch or dinner ? 
 

 The University restaurant or “Resto U” Paris 
Descartes: You can have a complete lunch between 
3 to 5 € at this “Resto U” located near Sciences Po rue 
des Saints-Pères. The food won’t be top French cuisine but it is not as bad as it used to be. 
You need to have your Sciences Po student card to pay for your meal. 

 The two Sciences Po cafeterias available:  Sandwiches, quiches and salads are sold there 
for affordable prices. 
       - one located 27 rue Saint Guillaume, garden level 
       - the other 28 rue des Saints-Pères. Ground floor  
 

 The Vesuvio: It is one of the rare cheap restaurants in Saint-Germain. It sells mostly pizzas 
and pasta. Location: 1 rue Gozlin, in front of the church of Saint-Germain des Prés. 

 La Croissanterie: is a cheap place where you can eat sandwiches, salads, pizzas, pasta 
French pies and deserts in a cafeteria style. Located: 168 Boulevard Saint Germain (close to 
the St Germain church). 

 Ladurée : the most famous French « patisserie », known worldwide for its « macarons » and 
various French deserts. It is quite expensive but very delicious. The little café in a 19th century 
style deserves at least a glance. Located: 21 rue Bonaparte. (5 minutes walk from Sciences Po 
13 rue de l’Université). 

 
 
 
Where to have soft drinks at a nice place? 
 
There are plenty of nice cafés around. Among the coolest and the most 
affordable:  
 
 

 Le Basile: so close to Sciences Po (27 rue Saint Guillaume) 
that some think it is a part of the school, this café is frequented 
mostly by students and teachers who would rather study in a 
colorful ambiance than in the library.  
Located: rue Saint – Guillaume / corner with rue de Grenelle. 

 

 

http://www.louvre.fr/llv/commun/home


 Le Bizuth: Very cozy with its purple sofas and lounge atmosphere, good place to relax after a day 
of class. 
Located:  202 Bd Saint Germain. 
 

 The Coolin:  A very popular Irish pub located in the Marché Saint Germain.  
Located: 15 rue Clément. 

 The Long Hop: An English pub this time, with a very nice ambiance and international 
frequentation.  
Located: 25 rue Frederic Sauton. 

 Le Flore: Not a cheap place at all, but a mythic café with a very pleasant and very touristic terrace. 
Located: 172 boulevard Saint-Germain 

 The 10 bar: a very nice place to listen to traditional French songs and drink sangria for cheap 
prices.  
Located: 10 rue de l’Odéon. 

 

Transportation 
 
 
 
The best way to discover Paris is to walk, travel by bus or by metro.  
 
To go to Sciences Po, from hotel ibis Paris Eiffel Tower Cambronne (2, rue Cambronne – 75015 
Paris), you should take the following route:  
 
 - walk to La Motte Piquet Grenelle metro station (line 10) 
 - take direction Gare d’Austerltiz 
             - stop at Sèvres-Babylone. It will take you about 5 mn walk to Sciences Po. 
 

 

Vélib’ is a Self Service “bike hire” system available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Multi 
pick up and drop off location allows you to pick up your bike from one service point and 

drop off to another. 

1 Day (1,70€) or 7 Day (8€) Vélib’ Ticket gives you unlimited number of journeys for the duration of the 
subscription period if they don’t exceed 30 minutes. first 30 minutes of each journey will  be free. At the end 
of the validity period, the cost of journey over 30 minutes will be deducted from your bank account together 
with your subscription fee (1 or 2€ per ½ hour). You can take out a short-term subscription agreement at 
any Vélib’ Service Point equipped with terminals. 

NB:  A security deposit is required for all short-term subscriptions. A 150 € bank card direct pre-
authorization is necessary for this type of subscription but it will be taken from your account only if the 
bike is not brought back within 24 hours. 

https://www.google.com.sg/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CDwQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.accorhotels.com%2Fgb%2Fhotel-1400-ibis-paris-eiffel-tower-cambronne-15th%2Findex.shtml&ei=0Zk0VdX0ENGRuATCz4CIAQ&usg=AFQjCNG19PXnv4chs0SJeskSm1UjE5w8hw&sig2=DVu_vzR613J-sTNATJNSIg


 

 Useful contacts 
 
 

 

 

International calls 

Dial the international code 00 followed by 33 for France, then the number without the first 0. Example for a 
Paris number: 00 33 1 40 00 00 00. 

National calls 

All French numbers have 10 digits and begin with 0. The prefix for Paris and Ile-de-France numbers is 01. 
Mobile numbers start with 06. 

 
 
 
Emergency numbers: 
 
- Firemen and First Help: 18 
- Police : 17 
- Ambulance : 15 or 112 
 
 
At Sciences Po: 
 
- Medical office: Christelle Welter – 01 45 49 59 99  or  06 76 63 75 41 

chrystelle.welter@sciences-po.fr 
57 rue des Saints Pères - Paris 

 
- Centre for Asia, the Pacific, Africa and the Middle East: 13 rue de l’Université – 75007 Paris (5th floor) 
 
- Mariana Losada (programme coordinator) : 01 45 49 59 78 
- Sophie Eclappier (assistant) : 01 45 49 53 65 
- Marie Valin-Colin (assistant) : 01 45 49 76 05 
- Catherine Capelle (assistant) : 01 45 49 77 63 
 
 

mailto:chrystelle.welter@sciences-po.fr


 

Some Useful French Words and Phrases 

 
 

 

 Bonjour     Hello/Good Morning 

 Bonsoir    Good Evening 

 Bonne nuit   Good Night 

 Bonne journée   Have a good day 

 Bonne soirée   Have a good evening 

 Au revoir    Goodbye 

 Pardon/ Excusez-moi  Excuse me/I am sorry 

 

 Merci beaucoup  Thank you very much 

 S'il vous plaît   Please 

 Oui    Yes 

 Non    No 

 

 Où sont les toilettes?  Where is the bathroom? 

 C’est combien?   How much is this? 

 Parlez-vous anglais?  Do you speak English? 

 Je ne comprends pas  I do not understand 

 

 Je m’appelle   My name is… 

 

 Je suis singapourien/singapourienne I am Singaporean 

 

 

 

 



 

Welcome to Paris!                    Bienvenue à Paris ! 
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